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On Sept. 28 in Managua, two opposition leaders announced their intentions to form a centrist
political front to provide an alternative to the contras and the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN). Eden Pastora, a charismatic former Sandinista hero, and Erick Ramirez, leader of a
Social Christian Party (PSC) faction, issued a joint statement saying they had joined forces to form
"a broad block of civic political opposition." Ramirez told a news conference that the new front
would be "neither like the Sandinistas nor the contras," but gave no specifics of the group's plans.
(Basic data from UPI, 09/28/88) [Efforts by opposition leaders to establish a "centrist" front became
public knowledge in August. The inspiration for such organizing activities derives in part from
disenchantment with the conservative Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator as the opposition's most
vocal mouthpiece. (See CAU 09/16/88.) Also in August, Ramirez's faction of the PSC reunited with
a faction headed by Julio Ramon Garcia Vilchez. Another faction, considered the most rightwing of
the three, is currently headed by Agustin Jarquin. The PSC, founded in 1957, is affiliated with the
Christian Democratic International, and headed by Erick Ramirez. The party has been the largest
member of the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator with structures outside Managua, and a clear
political program. Its base of support is in the modernizing business sector and informal service
sector. The PSC had been notable as a voice of relative moderation within the Coordinator, but
was generally overruled by the Superior Council of Private Enterprise (COSEP) and the Social
Democrat Party (PSD). The Coordinator's decision to boycott the presidential 1984 elections caused
problems within the PSC. Ramirez's election as party chief led to the formation of party factions,
which ultimately provoked the West German Konrad Adenauer Foundation to suspend funding
to the PSC's Nicaraguan Training and Socio-Political Studies Institute (INCESP). In 1987, Ramirez
was chosen as alternate representative of domestic opposition parties in the National Reconciliation
Commission created under the regional peace accords.]
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